Family Prayers for
August Celebrations

Thomas Aquinas Prayer for Students

Creator of all things,
true source of light and wisdom,
origin of all being,
graciously let a ray of your light
penetrate
the darkness of my understanding.

Take from me the double darkness
in which I have been born,
an obscurity of sin and ignorance.

Give me a keen understanding,
a retentive memory, and
the ability to grasp things
correctly and fundamentally.

Grant me the talent
of being exact in my explanations
and the ability to express myself
with thoroughness and charm.

Point out the beginning,
direct the progress,
and help in the completion.

I ask this through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

TR L
August 4

A Prayer for Priests (Names of

Priests) Gracious and loving God, we
thank you for the gift of our priests.
Through them, we experience your

presence in the sacraments. Help our
priests to be strong in their vocation. Set
their souls on fire with love for your
people. Grant them the wisdom,
understanding, and strength they need to
follow in the footsteps of Jesus. Inspire
them with the vision of your Kingdom.
Give them the words they need to spread
the Gospel. Allow them to experience joy
in their ministry. Help them to become
instruments of your divine grace. We ask
this through Jesus Christ, who lives and
reigns as our Eternal Priest. Amen.

Aug. 8

St. Dominic

May Saint Dominic come
to the help of your Church
by his merits and teaching,

O Lord, and may he, who

was an outstanding
preacher of your truth, be

a devoted intercessor on

our behalf. Through our

Lord Jesus Christ, your

Son, who lives and reigns

with you in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, one God, for
ever and ever.

August 15 Assumption of
the Virgin Mary
Holy Day of Obligation

August 24 Prayer to Saint Pius X

Glorious Pope of the Eucharist, Saint Pius X, you
sought "to resore all things in Christ." Obtain for me
a true love of Jesus so that | may live only for Him.
Help me to acquire a lively fervor and a sincere will

to strive for sanctity of life, and that | may avail
myself of the riches of the Holy Eucharist in sacrifice
and sacrament. By your love for Mary, mother and
queen of all, inflame my heart with tender devotion
to her.

Blessed model of the priesthood, obtain for us holy,
dedicated priests, and increase vocations to the
religious life. Dispel confusion and hatred and
anxiety, and incline our hearts to peace and
concord. so that all nations will place themselves
under the sweet reign of Christ. Amen.

Saint Pius X, pray for me.

August 11 St. Clare

God of mercy,
You inspired Saint Clare with the love of poverty.
By the help of her prayers
may we follow Christ in poverty of spirit
and come to the joyful vision of Your glory
in the Kingdom of heaven.

As Patroness of Television, help us to use it in a
manor worthy of Christ.
We ask this through Our Lord Jesus Christ, Your
Son,
Who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, forever and ever.

Amen.




August 27-29 Feast of St. Monica and St. Augustine:A 3-day
Novena/ Triduum Prayer for Faith, Hope, and Charity

FIRST DAY
Prayer for Faith
O glorious St. Monica, transfixed with sorrow when you saw your beloved child Augustine living in the dark and gloomy abyss of
error and vice, and straying far from the right path which leads to true felicity in the possession of God and His holy grace, hear our
prayer, O afflicted mother. By that cruel sorrow, which with so much patience you did bear, and by those earnest sighs and bitter tears
with which you did appeal to God to change the heart of your prodigal son, and by your wondrous confidence in God, which was never
shaken, O grant to us, your children, that we may, like you, place all our trust in God, and in our trials and troubles be ever resigned to
His holy will. While we ask you, O glorious mother St. Monica, to supply for us our special needs, we here earnestly ask you to pray
for the erring children of Jesus, so many Augustines, straying from God and hurrying to ruin. Let that earnest prayer of yours go forth
once more for us and for sinners, that we may live in the light of divine grace and be united again thereafter to bless the bounty of a
loving God for eternity. Amen.

LET US PRAY. O God, look graciously down upon Your children who sigh in this valley of tears. With hope we pray for our daily
bread, for the forgiveness of our sins, for the never-failing help of Your grace, and for the faithful fulfillment of Your promises: to find
life everlasting and a happy abode with You in heaven, through the merits of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Redeemer.

May God, through the merits and intercession of Saint Monica, increase our faith, strengthen our hope, and enkindle the fire of charity
in our hearts. Our Father . . . Hail Mary . . . Glory Be. . .Sait Monica, pray for us.

SECOND DAY
Prayer for Hope
O glorious mother, St. Monica, although the many means you employed to accomplish the conversion of your son Augustine seemed
fruitless, and for a long time God Himself appeared deaf to your earnest prayer and unmoved by your ever-flowing tears, you never lost
confidence in obtaining the long-sought grace for Augustine. You lovingly and tenderly admonished your erring son; you watched over
him ever with all a mother's love, and fearless of danger and heedless of fatigue, followed him from place to place in his weary and
wayward wanderings. In a word, all that a mother's tender love could suggest, all that a mother's anxious solicitude could inspire, all
that a wondrous prudence and true wisdom could dictate, you, O great St. Monica, cheerfully did to effect the return to God of your
firstborn and darling child. By all these generous efforts, so happily crowned in the end, hear, O mother, the petitions we make to you.
Pray for us, too, and pray especially for those who are unmindful of and ungrateful to God. To you, O dearest mother, we are especially
dedicated; look upon us, then, as your children, and win for us the grace we need. Regard mercifully the most destitute among us, that
sin being diminished, the number of the faithful may increase, and greater glory may be given to Him who is the best of friends, the
truest of benefactors, our first beginning and last end, the source of all our hope, our Savior, our God. Amen.

LET US PRAY. O God, look graciously down upon Your children who sigh in this valley of tears. With hope we pray for our daily
bread, for the forgiveness of our sins, for the never-failing help of Your grace, and for the faithful fulfillment of Your promises: to find
life everlasting and a happy abode with You in heaven, through the merits of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Redeemer.

May God, through the merits and intercession of Saint Monica, increase our faith, strengthen our hope, and enkindle the fire of charity
in our hearts. Amen.

Our Father . .. Hail Mary . . . Glory Be . . .Saint Monica, pray for us.
THIRD DAY
Prayer for Charity

O glorious mother St. Monica who can conceive the consolation that abounded in your heart, so long the home of brooding sorrow,

when you saw your child Augustine rising in the light of grace and giving himself generously to God. When you folded your converted
son in your arms and tears of every joy streamed forth to tell the glowing jubilee of your heart, Oh, how in that moment God in his
mercy recompensed your years of sorrow and anxiety, your long and weary days of racking suspense. It was impossible that a child of
tears like yours should perish and when your son Augustine heard the call of God he obeyed it, and his life and his deeds flung a luster
all their own on you, St. Monica. O fortunate mother, twice mother of your child, deign to listen to our prayers and present our
petitions to God. Look lovingly, and with all a mother's interest on us assembled here, under your protection, to honor you. We love
you and let us become, as St. Augustine of old, the objects of your maternal love. Pray that we, too, like St. Augustine, may have

strength to cling to God, and triumph over sin and temptation. By your prayers break the fetters of sin that hold in cruel bondage the

souls of your sinful children in this world. O mother, pray that the miracle of grace in the heart of Augustine may again and again be
repeated in these day of universal sin, and that the erring children of Jesus may be led back to the fold so that united here on earth, we

may securely go through the dangers of life and be united with you, our mother, in heaven forever. Amen

LET US PRAY. O God, look graciously down upon Your children who sigh in this valley of tears. With hope we pray for our daily

bread, for the forgiveness of our sins, for the never-failing help of Your grace, and for the faithful fulfillment of Your promises: to find

life everlasting and a happy abode with You in heaven, through the merits of Jesus Christ, our Lord and
Redeemer.
May God, through the merits and intercession of Saint Monica, increase our faith, strengthen our hope, and enkindle the

fire of charity in our hearts. Amen.
Our Father. . . Hail Mary . . . Glory Be . . . Saint Monica, pray for us




